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STATE GOVERNMENT — INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY REFORM 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Finance) [12.05 pm]: I rise today to advise the house that 
the government is introducing information and communications technology reform across the 
Western Australian government, aiming for major savings, efficiencies and better services. With a current spend 
on ICT of at least $1 billion a year, the Liberal–National government recognises the need for better coordination, 
consolidation and prioritisation of these resources. Government faces the challenge of embracing technology as 
an enabler of a more innovative public sector focused on delivering better outcomes. The current fiscal climate 
and increasing community expectations of better services means that we must find ways to do more with less. 

To improve leadership at a whole-of-government level to drive the reform, savings and collaboration, I as the 
Minister for Finance will take on overarching responsibility for ICT reform activities. This week I announced 
plans to appoint the state’s first government chief information officer to engage and collaborate with agencies. 
The GCIO will be an influential leader for effective ICT investment, an innovative thinker and a strategist. 
Making the Minister for Finance responsible for oversight of ICT from a whole-of-government perspective and 
appointing a government chief information officer lays a strong foundation for ICT reform across the sector. 
Initially, the government chief information officer’s role will focus on cutting the cost of ICT across government 
and enhancing transparency in the delivery of major projects. In establishing this position, we have learned from 
the experiences of other states and from overseas. These have shown that the strongest ICT reform comes from 
having a responsible minister and a coordinated approach right across government. The new government chief 
information officer will develop an ICT reform plan within 12 months of appointment, which will support the 
government in delivering its vision for reform. This office is to be established by July this year as a sub-
department of the Department of Finance. Feedback from government agencies on the appointment of 
a government chief information officer has been very positive. The ICT industry has been advising government 
on the benefits of this role and it will welcome this announcement. 

The government is demonstrating a clear commitment to a more coordinated, outcome-focused and effective 
public sector. The reform of ICT will be of benefit to the community, industry and government agencies. I look 
forward to updating the house on the progress of this Liberal–National government initiative in the future. 
 

 [1] 


	STATE GOVERNMENT — INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY REFORM
	Statement by Minister for Finance


